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You Are The Referee
2026 OTFCCOA Clinic

Presented by
John Daubenspeck

and Jim Fox
Greater Youngstown 

Track Officials Association

Disclaimers

• Referee’s rulings, when available, are provided 
for context, not necessarily indicating that 
they are right or wrong.

• All rule book references are for the 2026 rule 
book and case book, as well as the OHSAA 
manual.

Situation 1

• The shot put official is instructed by meet 
management to have the throwers throw 2+2, 
and only measure the better of each set of 2 
throws to save time.

Situation 2

• A long jumper takes his first attempt wearing 
GoPro type camera during the attempt.

Situation 3a

• An athlete in the shot put takes a warm up 
throw overhead, facing backwards with her 
toes on the toe board. 

Situation 3b

• An athlete in the shot put takes a warm up 
throw overhead, facing backwards, from 
within the ring. 
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Situation 4

• You receive a phone call from the district meet 
manager 1 week before the district meet, 
telling you that a visiting coach has told him 
that the 110 m hurdle marks on the track are 
incorrect. 

• After measuring the track markings, the meet 
manager informs you that they are in fact 
incorrect

Situation 5

• In the district track meet discus competition, 
the fifth place athlete does not report for the 
finals. After the ninth place athlete takes her 
first attempt in the finals, the meet is delayed 
due to a storm with the competition set to 
resume on day 2. When competition resumes, 
the fifth place athlete asks to be allowed to 
compete.

Situation 6

• At the district track meet, in the 100 meter 
dash, after an apparent false start the false 
start device fails to sound and all athletes 
complete the race. The starter reports this 
situation to the referee.

Situation 7

• At the regional track meet, Team A is 

disqualified for a false start. The coach appeals 

to referee claiming to have a video showing 

his 4x100 team’s blocks slipped, and no recall 

gun was fired. The coach files a written appeal 

citing the appropriate rule for unfair starts.

Situation 8

• Coach of Team A appeals an interference call, 
claims other girl “had time to go around” the 
athlete from Team A.

Situation 9
• Team A shows up at the starting line of a cross 

country meet to check in wearing cutoff overalls as 
their team uniform. Some athletes have T-shirts 
underneath and some do not.
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This PowerPoint will be available as a pdf at:

https://www.gytoa.com

It will be available Saturday evening, and 2 
versions will be posted – 1 with referee’s 
decisions and one without.

If you encounter unusual situation situations 
that might be worth discussing at next year’s 
clinic, please forward them to:

Jim Fox at jimfox44@gmail.com   

John Daubenspeck at jdaubenspeck@gytoa.com

http://www.gytoa.com/
mailto:jimfox44@gmail.com
mailto:jdaubenspeck@gytoa.com
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